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T would be needleſs to ſuggeſt 
een, =1 here, what Inducements made 
Way for the Publication of 
the following SER MON. 
EE It ow appears from the Preſs, 
1 aᷣ˖ sit was deliver'd from the 
Pulpit, few Emlargements exceptes. 
IHA the Difficulties aud Diſcourage- 
ments complain d of, of ten Prove injurious to 
the Dijenting Intereſt, is a Truth (Tam ſor- 
yy that it is too evident to be deny'd or diſ- 
puted: But ſtill even our Enemies maſt ac- 
no ole dee that theſe Difficulties cant in the 


leaſt derogate from the Excellency and Solidi- 


ty of that Foundation, which this Intereſ} js 


E eftabliſfd upon. 
1 


THAT there is nothing in Non-Confor- 
mit), when the Principles of it are rightly 
unde rſtood, either mean, or ridiculous, No- 
thing but what a Gentleman may embrace 
without any Diminution to his Honour, and 
may publickly vindicate without being * | 
A 2 Wo 


n;? 


| Tx] „ 
will appear from the Reflections in the fol- p 
lowing Diſcourſe. C 

E are ffallible as well as our Neighbours, 


and conſequently liable to Miſtakes, both 
in Practice and Judgment; but if we 
live up to the Principles of the Reformati- 
on, (and thoſe are the Principles of our own 


Faith,) our Virtue will ſhine, and our Profeſ- 


j 


fron flouriſh. . = 
I am appriz'd that ſome will diſapprove 


and Others cenſure the Freedom and Unre- 


ſervedneſs us d in canvaſſing this Subject. In 


Trade and in the various Branches of Lite- 


rature "tis an agreeable Character to diſco- 
ver a generous Concern in detecting Errors, 
and reforming Abuſes: And why ſhau'd it not 
be the ſame in Religion? However, as the 


Author is not Ambitious of Signalizing him- 


ſelf any otherwiſe than as a Lover of Truth, 
and profeſſeth himſ 1 engag d in no other 


. Intereſt than that of common Chriſtianity, 


he hopes none who conſider him under thoſe 
views will condemn his Sincerity and Franks 


eſs. 


7 ſhall only add, If theſe e prone 


any Way ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Liber- 


ty and Truth; If they meet with a- candid 


Reception from the Pat rons of that glor 20 


Cauſe; Next to this, there is Nothing the 


Author ſhall regard as greater Fame, than the 


Anathema's %d Diſpleaſure of Bigots. 
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IxREAIAH XX. 9. 


Aud Twas weary with for- 


| bearing, and I could not lay. 


8 7 HESE you'll aber are the 
Words of the Prophet Jere- 
miah. ------As I am now de- 
parting from You, I have 
choſen to deliver my Fare- 
* well Thoughts to you from 


Nr Portion of Scripture, as being applica- 
ble to the preſent Occaſion. 


TA I may more naturally introduce 


| what I am to diſcourſe upon, give me 


leave to offer a few general Remarks, on 


the Conduct and Circumſtances of the Pro- 


Phet, before enter immediately on my 


ext. 
FIRST, Obſerve what Freedom „ 


us'd in expoſing the reigning Sins and Super- | 


15 of the Jews. He could not but 


foreſee, that this would bring an Odium up- 


on him; yet he is neither aſham'd, nor 
afraid of declaring the Truth. The Meſſa- 
des he deliver'd were not Cloath'd | in rah ſoft 


Lan- 
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Language of Courts, nor his Addreſs like 
that of Paraſites, who flatter themſelves in- 
to Preferments: He had no Intereſt to ſerve, 
but that of Virtue; no Ends to promote, 
but thoſe of Religion; and Nothing to ex- 
pect from what he did, but the Reproach of 
Men, and the Approbation of Heaven. 
UNDER theſe Circumſtances he is obſti- 
* nately Virtuous ;----dares be in the Right, (I 
mean the right Way to obtain a good Con- 
ſcience; not to ſecure Dignities and Hon- 

_ ours,) notwithſtanding the implacable Fury, 
and violent Oppolition that” his being fo 
threatned him with. He did not (like ſome 
modern Temporizers,) proſtitute - his Office 

and Integrity, to the Caprice of thoſe who 
weere about him: He was better inſtructed, | 

than to give Way to ſuch an ill-bred Com- 1 

i I may be allow'd the Expreſ- | 

jon. „„ / 30707 410 
As to thoſe who aſſume an Air of Bigot- 

try, when in Converſation with Bigots; who 
are Enthuſiaſts in the Family of Enthuſiaſts, = 
but change their Politicks, and put on a mo- 7 
derate Dreſs when they appear among Peo- ĩ 
ple of Senſe, let Charity be their Judge and 1 
Accufer : That they prefer ſuch low Arts ³³ 
to low Life, is the beſt Apology they can - 
make for their Conduct; and if the beſt 
be ſo wretched, inſtead of vindicating Them. 
ſelves, they would better fit down undif- 
- turb4d, under that Infamy which feeds and 
cloaths them; and to want of Integrity, add 
.. ¶ .. _-  BvT 


Bur ſtill it will be faid, Prudential 
Views and Conſiderations ſhould reſtrain us 
from oppoſing thoſe Vices or Errors, which 
Men of Figure and Character, are attach'd . 


to. That is, play the Hypocrite, left you 


want Bread: Better be an Impoſtor, than 


a Beggar. But how came not the Prophet 


to judge fo of the Affair? Should not he 
have ſooth'd the Fews, to fecure their Fa- 
vour and Eſteem? So far is he from it, that 
he charges them with the moſt infamous 
Crimes :---- The Sins of their Tongues ;---- 


Il beir Prieſts bear Rule over them, and which | 


is much more ſurprizing, - They lov'd to 
have it ſo.— They exercis'd greater Seve- 
rities in Religion than GO p enjoyn'd, or 
approv'd of.----He calls upon their Women, 
_ -Inſtead of dealing out Deceit and Scandal, 
to come and hear the Words of his Mouth; 
and teach their Daughters wailing, in- 
ſtead of teaching them, what they were 
too much addicted to of themfelves,----Pride, 
Haughtineſs and Oppreſſion. 5 
WHEN the Prophet had been thus dan- 


gerouſſy ſincere in his Miniſtry to the Jes, 


no wonder if he awakened their Rage, and 
rais'd up Storms of Perſecution againſt him- 
ſelf: They had a high Veneration for their 
religious Fooleries; They were under the 
Influence of a ſuperſtitious Zeal: That Man 
muſt be ſacrificed, who had Senſe enough to 
ſee rhro? their Deluſions, or Integrity enough 

| 55 . to 


— — 


e * 
. Tuan edna way ho » 
92 — r — — 


l * 
„. po 
N W Ws 2 — „ » 
2 = 2 Ne ES 6 , 
- 
— 
* 


2 Ne - Ow 
OY OPS 28 ons TGT 32 peg Ss 


* — <a * * FE 23 . 
a 


£87 


td oppoſe them. The very ſame Spirit pre- 


vails among ſome profeſs'd Chriſtians: Thus 


many behave in Great-Britain, as well as 
within the Territories of Judea; and our 


Conduct and theirs, are much nearer a-kin 


than our Climates. 


Bu r tho? Prejudices in Hur: of Super- 


ſtition and Folly, are not eaſily rooted out 


of Men's Minds, this ſhould by no Means 


4 


tempt Miniſters to betray their Truſt: The oy 


longer ſuch a Spirit is indulg'd, the more 


Reverence 1t uſurps, the more Reverence it 
uſurps, the more obſtinate it grows, the more 


obſtinate it grows, the more difficult *twill be - 
to remove it: For Z7ez's fake then Miniſters 


\ ſhould not hold their Peace, for Jerzſalem's 
| fake they ſhould not keep ſilence, till Virtue 
and Chriſtianity ſhine in all their original 


Glory and Brightneſs. 

SECONDLY, We may take Notice of 
the firſt Riſe of 'the Pro ber s Perſecutions, 
and Sufferings. The firſt that diſturbs him 


is one nearly allied to the Prieſthood, and 


chief Governour in the Houſe of the Loxp: 
It might have been expected, Paſbur had 
been better taught, than to perſecute 
the Prophets; but thus it has been, and thus 


it 1s. Thoſe who ought to be the ſtricteſt 
Defenders of our Liberties, are often the 


very firſt that betray them. But I wave 


ſo ungrateful a Subject, and ſhall only ” 


ſerve, That were Jeremy now to riſe from 


9 Dead, and — the Conduct of ſome 
un- 


0 


CPE 
uncharitable Zealots among Chriſtians, I 
know not whether he mi is t not miſtake 

them for the Inhabitants of Jadea, and cry 

out again, I was weary with forbearing, 
and 1 could not ſtay. 

TrrDLY, We may obſerve, that Jere- 
my was not peculiar in his Complaints of 
_ the Jews, but that all the Prophets Join d, 
in bearing Teſtimony againſt them. 
Ix would be both tedious and unneceſ- 
ſary; for me to exemplify, how all the Seers 
and Prophets teſtify'd againſt 1/rael : How 
happy would it be, did the ſame Spirit pre- 
vail among Chriſtians! Did Miniſters of all 
Denominations agree to diſcourageBigottry, 
Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition, where-ever they 
appear; how ſoon would our Wilderneſſes, 
which contain Nothing better than Thorns, 
Briers, and Serpents, become as an Eden; 
and our Deſerts, which are uninhabited, ö 
the Garden of the Lox Dp? | 

TRESsE Particulars I have premiſed, as 1 
hope they'll ſufficiently juſtify that Freedom 
and Impartiality I ſhall uſe in, Profecution of 
my Subject. 

THe Words Iam to expatlate upon, may 


be conſider d, either 


As the Prophet was weary of forbearim 0 
with the Follies of the Jews, and therefore 

would expoſe them with that Severity they. 
| eg Or _ e | | 
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i H AT the Succeſs of his Miniſtrations 
was ſo inconſiderable, that he was weary 
with continuing among them. 

I sHALL conſider the Words in the lat- 
ter of theſe Views, tho? I ſhall be natural- 


ly led to take ſome Notice of the Former. 
And here with an Eye to the preſent ſtate 


of Chriſtianity, and more particularly that 
of Proteſtant-Diſlenting Societies, I ſhall 


L ENOUIRE into ſome ſe the more com- 


mon Cauſes, that weary out Miniſters, 
and make their Lives uneaſy, and un- 
, comfortable to them; and ſhew that 


Complaints on this Head, are not idle 


and groundleſs.-—--And as I propoſe to 
continue no longer among you, tho' I 


depart, I ſhall, out of a rational Regard 


a for your Welfare, 


I. Leavs wich you ſome Though on 


the moſt proper Expedients, to remove 


thoſe Difficulties complain'd of, which 
5 hope may be of Vic, if _ Ow. 
them. _ 


I. Iam to enquire into ſome of che more 


common Cauſes, that weary out Miniſters, 


and make their Lives uneaſy, and uncom- 
fortable to them; and ſhew that Complaints 
on this Head, are not idle and ee, 


FIRST, 


0 


ä 
FixsT, May I not mention, want of Suc- 
ceſs in their Miniſtrations? How melanchol- 
ly to behold the Unfruitfulneſs of Chriſtians! 
How . affecting to obſerve, on the long 
Series of Bleſſings we have enjoy'd, and cal 
to mind, how poorly we haveimprov'd them! 
Muſt it not afford a very ungrateful Reflec- 
tion to Miniſters, to look back on the Time, 
and the Labour they have ſpent in Vain, 
without Comfort, and without Uſefulneſs 
in their Stations? Thoſe, whoſe FunQio 
calls upon them, to communicate Knowledge 
and Inſtruction, muſt be ſenſibly aggriev'd to 
obſerve, that notwithſtanding their beſt En- 
deavours for that Purpoſe, few of their Fel- 
low-Creatures are wiſer, or better. What 
a prevailing Indifferency among Chriſtians, 
about Affairs of the greateſt Moment! Tis 
not the downfall of Enthuſiaſm, or Super- 
ſtition that I bewail; but the Decay of Ve- 
racity, Juſtice, Charity, Benevolence and 
Goodneſs. Conſidering how great our Mer- 
cies, one would judge, did not Experience 
teſtify the Reverſe, that it would be a Won- 
der in Nature, to meet Sinners in Great- 
Britain: We live in @ Land that floweth 
with Milk and Honey; but Alas! we turn 
its Fertility into a Curſe, and it floweth 
with Iniquity too: We have the Advantage 

of a Goſpel-Revelation; but ſuch are the 
MNiſ- improvements made of it, that I would 
ſooner chooſe to die under the Character of 
a moral Heathen, than under the Circum- 
„„ B 2 N ſtances 
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ſtances of many nominal Chriſtians :- We 


live in a Proteſtant Country, have free ac- 
ceſs to our Bible; we of this Age enjoy 
N Bleſſings, than our Fathers that went 

efore us, in the ſame Nation; they waded 


thro* Floods of Blood, and march'd thro? 
Fire and Faggot towards the heavenly King- 
dom; they ſtorm'd and took it by violence, 


but Grace lies proſtrate at - our Feet, ſeek- 
ing and ſueing our Acceptance. When our 
Fore-fathers were haraſs'd with Impriſon- 
ments and Proſecutions, the Word of the 
Loxp gave a ſweet ſavour to unſalutary 


Dungeons; but now Iniquity is interwoven 


(as it were,) into the very Conſtitution of 
the Air, that we breath; we are become 
ſo politely Wicked, that few mention the 


Name of the DeiTy,----- unleſs it be in 
dreadful Imprecations. 


4 


SHALL I proceed any farther?---- Even 
among thoſe who profeſs a great Venera- 


tion for Chriſtianity, who attend religious 


Inſtiturions, are there not many, whoſe 
careleſs Behaviour betray the Negligence 
and Inattention of their Souls? Are there 
not Others who behave, not as if they were 


to pay divine Honours, but as if they were 


to receive them? Not as thoſe who wor- 
ip, but as if they came to be ador'd? Shall 
I be oblig'd allo to take Notice, that there 


are ſome others, who, if they receive any 


* 


Benefit in the Houſe of Goo, it muſt be in 


the lame Manner with the Prophets of 


Old, 


[ 13 ] 


Old, by converſing with Him in Dreams 


and VYilions? ' ne - 
Bur I forbear deſcending further into 
Particulars,----nor would I expoſe theſe Prac- 
tices from any other View, than as they 
tend to expole our Profeſſion. | 
Mus r it not be very afflicting to Mi- 
niſters, that there is ſuch a Spirit of Luke- 
warmneſs, ſpread over the Face of the Na- 
tion? That they are attended with ſo little 
Succeſs in their Miniſtrations? Tho? an An- 
gel from Heaven was to preach, yet under 
ſuch Circumſtances he would become ſoon 
weary with forlearing. But £ 
 SzcoNDLY, Another diſcouraging Cir- 
cumſtance to Miniſters, is to ſee Religion 
painted in gloomy unnatural Colours. There 
are great Allowances to be made, for Men's 
natural Diſpoſitions; ſome Conſtitutions are _ 
inclin'd to be very much on the Reſerve, and 
are in a high Degree ſtrangers to ſocial Bleſ- 
ſings : But when this is the Caſe, miſtake not 
Nature for Grace; aſcribe not that to Emi» 
nency of Virtue, which is better accounted 
for from the Temperament of your Bodies. 
* SoMETIMEs thoſe who have no natural 
thirſt after the agreeable Reliſhes of Life, 
are apt to imagine, it diſcovers a Principle 
of Piety to deſpiſe them; but if it be fo, tis 
What is conferr'd on many with their Exiſ- 
tence, and what they derive from their Mo- 
thers Womb. If any are under the In- 
figences of a dark Imagination, let them not 
| . arraign 


* 


Tx) 


arraiga the Divine Goodnefs, to exalt them- 


ſelves: Let them not repreſent Chriſtianity, 


28 demanding any unreaſonable Exactions, or - 
ſugget? that the Religion of Jesvs, is caſt 
in the ſame Mould, with their own Melan- 
choly Spirits: His Toak is eaſy, bis Burden 

ig light ; very light indeed, in compariſon of 

that, lay'd upon us by ſome miſtaken Enthu- 
ſiaſts. It is a moſt dangerous Notion, to 
look upon a Holy Life, as full of Anxiety 
and Horror: May I he allow'd to mention 
the Name, of that truly primitive Chriſ- 
tian Mr. Baxter, without giving Offence ? 
He ſpeaks thus of the Matter, Abhor all Sug- 
geſtions, that would make Religion ſeem ate- 
dious irkſome Life, aud take heed that you 
repreſent it not ſata Others; for youll never 


make them in Love with that, which you _ 


make them not perceive to be delectable, and 


lovely. Men err when everthey run to Ex- 


tremes: As ſome have made the ſpecious 
Pretext of Good-nature, a Cloak for De- 
bauchery and Lewdneſs; fo on the other 


| Hand, Perſons are righteau * overmuch, when 


they pretend to diſcover Traces of Hereſy in 


an eaſy Addreſs, or when they regard it as 
an unpardonable Iniquity, to be innocently 


facetious. Has the Supreme BEING given 


us rational Powers, only to tantalize our 


ſelves with? For what End has the Ar- 
MIGHTY given us Capacities of reliſhing 
the innocent Gratifications of Life, if he has 


under Pains of Damnation forbid us to en- 


joy 


ä 
joy them? For what Purpoſe has HE who 
made Nothing in vain, given us Senſations 
of Pleaſure, if we muſt always bow down 
our Heads like a Bulruſh and be cloath'd in 
SGackcloth and Aſhes? Dare any weakly (I 
will. not fay wickedly,) ſuggeſt, that the 
great Diſpoſer of all our Afairs is a make» . 
volent Being, and as ill-natur'd as them- 
ſelves? What unworthy Apprehenſions muſt 
they entertain of Him, who is abſolutely 
perfect, that judge him e with extra- 
vagant Peculiarities, aſſected Oddities, or in- 


ſignificant Forms? It can never be that a 


Goo infinitely Wiſe, - ſhould exact Abſurs 
dities; infinitely Good, ſhould put a Loak 
upon us, we are not able to bear: This 
Were to place JenovaHn on a Level with 
ourſelves; To ſuppoſe that he adopts our 
greateſt Imperfections; To ſay that he, 
whoſe Goodneſs {ſhines throughout all his 
Works envys the Happineſs of his Creatures. 
What then doth the Lox» require of thee, 
O my Soul? Does he fequire that thou 
ſhould'ſt disfigure thy Comple&ion ? That 
thou ſhould*{t torture the Features Nature 
ave thee? = thou — have Dry” 
ere, or a deſpairing diſconfolate Aspect? 
That thou ſhould'{t Se touch, nor tate, gor 
handle, in order to recommend thy ſelf to 
his Favour? No; he requires thou ſhould'ſt 


do juſtly, love Mercy, and walk humbly with 
ay Gdd..: is Tt SH ECT Rr T 
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Nornixd hath been of more fatal Con- 


ſequence to Religion, than painting it in 
loomy Views: This has led many to Deſpon- 
ency, fed them with ſhocking Fears; it 


6 


has brought Multitudes down untimely to 
their Graves, and led many more into open 


Prophanneſs. But. did Religeon conſiſt only 


in a dejected Melancholy Conduct, the dark 
Regions of Deſpair would be the moſt re. 


> 


ligious Part of the Creation. 


Bestpks, may I not obſerve that ſuch 


Parents, who have brought up their Chil- 


dren under unreaſonable Reſtraints, deny- 
ing them the innocent Amuſements of Youth; 


ſuch Parents I fay, have moſt an End be- 
tray'd that Virtue they would eſtabliſh. 
Tis but natural to * that they who 


rob Religion of it's Charms, rob it of ma- 
ny Admirers: When it appears in a mourn- 
ful Dreſs, it is more like a, Ghoſt than the 


fair Daughter of the Skies; ſome ſhudder 
at the very. Name, —-Others deny it's Exiſ- 


tence. Thus youthful Perſons brought up 
under the Influence of ſevere Principles, and 
and a miſguided Education, when arriv'd at 


| Years of Maturity, and become their own - 


Maſters, have deem'd Chriſtianity but Craft, 
Piety but Superſtition; have torn. off their 
Chains and become eminently Wicked: 
Tho' the Years of my Pilgrimage have 
been but few, I have met with many In- 


ſtances, to confirm the Truth of this Obſers. 


vation. ; | | 
: Ir 


[191] 

Ir muſt then be very diſcouraging to all 
ſuch as entertain juſt Notions of their Duty, 
(to Miniſters in particular,) to fee it thus 
dangerouſly miſ-repreſented: Tis not our 
being always upon our Knees, or our con- 
ſtant reading our Bibles, (tho* theſe are Du- 
ties too generally negleCted,) but our carry- 
ing religious Diſpoſitions always about us, 
that will ſecure us the Approbation of the 
Great Searcher of Hearts. A Man may in- 
dulge himſelf in all the true ſubſtantial Plea- 
ſures of Life, without offending his MAKER: 
Tis Excels, or ſetting an over-· value upon them, 
to the negle& of nobler Purſuits, and more 
elevated Enjoyments, that the Supreme Bel N 
has forbidden; and what will a cenſorious 
World judge of us, if whilſt we make a grea- 
ter Profeſſion then Others, we excell them 
in nothing but the moroſeneſs and ſourneſs 

of our Converſation? „ 2 
FAR be it from me, to encourage any 
Thing that borders on effeminate Levity, or 
that favours of Immorality and Profaneneſs ! 
What I would recommend is, an habitual 
Chearfulneſs, and an inoffenſive Freedom of 
Behaviour throughout the Whole of our Lives. 
Who has a nobler Foundation for Rejoicing, 
Who has a better Hope, more exalted Pro- 
| Miſes, or a more glorious Proſpect in Rever- 
ſion, than the true Chriſtian? The Conſci- 
ouſneſs of having done well, that there is an 
Omnipotent Hand always ready to ſupply 
our Neceſſities, aſſiſt our Weakneſſes, and 
guide our Steps, muſt needs render a Spirit 


| TE ; 
of ſerenity triumphant-in our Boſoms; to be 
chearful under ſuch Circumſtancts, is as na- 
tural as *tis to breath. _ 1 
Bur notwithſtanding this, the Life of 
_ Chriſtianity is often. reprefented dark and un- 
comfortable as the Grave: It would be un- 
charitable to inſinuate that thoſe who do fo, © Þ 
have any wilful Deſign to wound Religion 
_ thro? their Sides; but thisT am aſſur'd of, that _ 
the pernicious Effects of the Notions they 
inculcate, are greater than the Integrity of 
their Intentions can atone for. 5 
Tax pL y, Another very diſcouraging Cir- 
cumftance to Miniſters is, to ſee a greater 
ſtreſs laid upon being of ſuch a Party, than 
upon a holy unblameable Life: That this has 
been often the Caſe, is not at all to be doubt- 
ed; it would be a great Pleaſure for me to 
be convinc'd, that in this Reſpe& I am miſ- 
taken: But alas! doth not the Conduct of 
thoſe who eſteem themſelves ſound in the 
Faith, plainly ſhew (as has been obſerv'd,) 


that they imagine Orthodoxy will cover a 
!  Multitude of Tranſgreſſions? Have there not 


1 been thoſe, for at preſent as Light and Liber- 
8 ty. preyail, I hope there is no Shelter for ſuch _ 
bare-fac'd Ignorance and Preſumption; have, 


4 „ there not been thoſe Iſay, who numbring them- 
15 ſelves among Go-y's Elect, have judg'd this 
1 ſufficient, and liv'd as if there were no Gop? 
rn Let me indulge no Partiality in my Reflec- 

| tions. Are there not Others whoſe commend- 


able Regards for Moderation, have degene- 
rated into an Indifferency about Ranger 2nd 


ſtanding all this. 


Os [19] „ 
plead this as Matter of Praiſe and Merit? 
Once more; Are not the greateſt Zealots for 
a Party, often the moſt cenſorious and un- 
charitable, and yet the moſt Tgnorant too? 
Are not theſe the Men, that ſtamp Hereſy 
and Damnation upon all who differ from them- 
flvexr- | 3 
Tus the Phariſees made an Oſtentatious 
ſhew of Religion; they thought themſelves 
the Excellent ones of the Earth, whereas in 
reality they had no other Title to Prehemi- 
nence, but what they deriv'd from Superſti- 
tion; nor no claim to ſuperiority, but what 
was founded in Hypocriſy and Darknels : 
They were as religiouſly obſervant of paying 
Tythes, as the Prieſthood has generally been 
to exact them; very great Zealots for their 
Eſtabliſhment, but very bad Men notwith- 
Every Man has a natural Right to wor- 
ſhip God, according to the DiQates of his 
own Reaſon ; yet no Party-Cauſe is worth 
the eſpouſing, any farther than it has a Ten- 
dency to cheriſh Virtue, and promote Holi- 
neſs in our Lives. What will it avail to be 
of ſuch a Church, or Communion, if at the 
ſame Time we are not ſincere Chriſtians ? | 
Wherein am T better for aſſembling with ſuch 
Societies on Earth, if I am never likely to 
join the glorious Aſſembly of the Firſt-born 
above? J 
Ap here I cannot but take Notice, how ' 
apt Men are by the Influences of a bad Ex- 
ample, and a worſe 8 , to cultivate 
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in themſelves the moſt ſavage Diſpoſitions. 
Human Nature when free from any corrupt 


Byaſs, is prone to acts of Virtue, Beneficence 


and Meekneſs; but then it is too generally 


diſtorted out of it's original Frame. Man be- 
comes fierce, untractable and cruel, like rhe 


| Beaſts that periſh; nay, often intellectual Sa- 


vages are the more accompliſh'd of the two: 


Even from their Childhood Multitudes are N 


nurs'd up in Party-Wranglings, as if they had 


been baptiz'd in the Waters of Strife; and to 


render the whole more intolerable, Nature is 
ungratefully arraign'd, and diſingenuouſly con- 
demn'd, as giving Birth to ſuch unlovely Pro- 


As we have Capacities ſuſceptible of any 


Impreſſions; how uſeful may they prove to 


Mankind, and how ornamental to ourſelves, 


if they are liſted betimes in the Service of 
Religion, and brought undera due Regulation 


in our tender Years! When Men's Minds have 
taken a wrong bent in their Youth, it hes 
render'd them throughout the whole Courſe 
of their Lives, ſo many Plagues in the 4/- 


mighty's Creation: Hence it is that Perſons 


remarkable for Nothing, but their great Zeal, 
and little Knowledge, have often made a tu- 


multuous Uproar, with the Cry of Hereſy 
and Schiſm ; but what is there in all this, to 


romote Virtue and Goodneſs? It will pro- 
mote Pride, Malice, Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm, 
and Notlung elſe, at leaſt Nothing better. 
WHEN the Bigot pours out his Wrath, 


and his Folly, againſt thoſe who don't fee 


with 


cms - Þ 


with his Eyes: I would ask, Dof? thou well 


to be angry? Are not thoſe whoſe Principles 


differ from mine, my Fellow-Creatures ? Do 


they not worſhip the ſame God ; and believe in 


the ſame Revelation of his Will? Do they not 


expect the fame Judgment to come? Are they 
not Heirs to the ſame Promiſes; and in Expec- 
tation of the ſame future Rewards? Diſmal 


Infatuation! that Men ſhould murder one an- 


other in Honour of that Religion, which for- 


5 bids all Animoſities! That the vileſt Barba- 


rities ſhould be perpetrated, under the vene- 
rable Name of Zeal for the Goſpel ot Jzsvs ! 


IN the Judgment of the great Day, there 

will be no Queſtions ask'd that we find, what 
Principles we eſpous'd ; what Notions we e- 
tertain'd, about Things which all contending - 


Parties own to be in ſome Degree incom- 


prehenſible, and yet each ſtrives to unravel : 


But what Lives we led; what Improvements 
we made of our Bleſſings ? 


SOME there are, (and withPleaſure I ſpeak it, 
there are but few fuch in the preſent Genera- 


tion,) whoſe Charity not only 2 at Home, 
but there it terminates, and ſeldom goes an 
farther: That there are any Remains of ſuc 


a Spirit as this, muſt, or at leaſt ought, near- 


ly to affect thoſe engag'd in the miniſterial 
Function. „ 0 


TI wovurD not perſuade any to be wavering 
in their Faith; it would be wicked to attempt 


it, and *tis needleſs; Men are too prone to 
this of themſelves. Let us hold faſt our Pro- 
feſſion; but let us not turn looſe our furious 


8 


irregular 
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irregular Paſſions, to condemn all whoſe Un- 
derſtan | 


dings are not of the ſame Size and 
Complexion with ours: It is an amiable Sight, 
to ſee Piety flouriſhing amidſt any Commu- 


nity of Chriſtians. 


 Fovk,THrr v, Another very difcouraging 
Circumſtance to Miniſters is, to find inteſtine 
Diviſions among the Societies they belong to: 
Such Diviſions among thoſe who profefs 
Chriſtianity, will extirpate the Life and Po w- 
er of it more eſſectually, than the moſt vio- 


Tent and outrageous Perſecution. How X me- 


lancholy is it to obſerve, that Chriſtians, thoſe 
of the ſame Communion, embark'd in the 


ſame Intereſt, ſhould never be unanimous but 
in doing Evil, and agree in nothing but---- 
; . their own Ruin! To ſee worſe 


ickerings and quarrels, or at leaſt more ſtrange- 


neſs between Members of the ſame Societies, 


than there are betwixt Turks and Infidels, or 
even among Wolves and Tygers FER 
WHEREVER Chriſtians are thus divided 


among themſelves, tis eaſy to foreſee without 


a Spirit of Propheſy, that rhe Miniſtry has 


Nothing to do there: Where ſuch Diſſenti- 
ons are carry'd on (the Devil knows how, (as 
Dr. Tillotſon expreſſes it,) we uy ſay with 


Jeb of Old, What Peace, ſo long as the 


 Whoredoms of thy Mother Jezebel, and her 


Witchcrafts are ſo many? Where ſuch a 
Spirit reigns, Peace muſt dye, and Piety cry 
out, Loxp ſave me, or I periſh, . 
Ir Men indulge in themſelves perverſe 


ſplenetick Diſpoſitions, they'll ſoon grow ha- 


. iy 
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upon them as ſacred, and miſtake Ill-nature 


RJ 
and by Degrees they'll look 


for. Zeal. When Paſhon triumphs over Rea- 
ſon, it will raiſe Storms, that will be as out- 
rageous as the proud Waves of the Sea; but 
Storms that will not be as obſequious to our 


Commands, as they are to the Voice of their 
Maker, when he ſays to them, Hitherto ſhall 
ye go, but no fartber. vii 


Tul r there ſhould be ſome Perſons of 


uneaſy turbulent Spirits, in moſt religious 


Aſſemblies, is not very ſurprizing; but how | 
to demean towards ſuch, without giving Of. 5 


fence, is beſt known by an Occaſion to make 


the uncomfortable Trial: Sometimes a meek _ 
and humble Carriage may conquer Prejudice, 


and ſoſten Bigotry with its Charms; if this 


ſucceeds not, What remains, but neither to 


court their Favour, nor dread their Frowns: 


Let them alone till their own Wickedneſs-cors 


rects them; with the wild Bull in the Net 


they'll be tir'd with their own Fury, is 


well if they work not their on Ruin. 


4 


Fire T HL yY, Miniſters muſt be diſcouragtd, 
to ſee any attempting to lord it over their 


Faith. We are your Servants for CHRIS Hake, 


but don't make our Underſtandings your 
Slaves: It is unbecoming that Men of the bπ]G 


eſt Attainments, ſhould teach their Feachers 


What they are to believe, and be mor golf. 
citous to nurſe up their Miniſters in their own 


Faith, than to nurſe their Children in their 
own Cradles: Indeed whilſf a Man takas dare 
0 f Mes i 

to 


: 


of -his:Offſpring, and inftructs/his-listle 
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faithful Servants of CHRIST: St. Paul was 


Tag] 


to liſp out their pretty Impertinencies, none 


can blame or diſapprove of his Conduct; but 
I ſee noRight any have to impole upon Others, 


what Artictes of Faith they ſhould believe; 


there is no more reaſon to deſire it, than that 
they ſhould chooſe Co-partners for their Lives; 

yet ſuch there have been, as claimed a Liber- 
ty of impoſing their Sentiments on Others, 


and judg'd thoſe Reprobates that could not 
comply ; that is, they hated them and would 
have Goo do fo too: But as for my Part, let 
Others do as ſeemeth beſt in their Sight, 1 


would own no Lord over my Faith, but the 


Supreme Law-giver, to whom I am account- 
able for it „ e pes 


Ts ſurpriſing, that thoſe, whoſe Profeſ- 


ſion is founded on the Principles of Liberty 

and the Reformation, ſhould be greedy of put- 
ting on their own Fetters; ſhould mourn af- 
ter Slavery, and court their Chains. To be 
Papiſts in a Proteſtant Profeſſion, is the moſt 


intolerable Thing in 'the World; nay if We 

are ſuch, many will conclude, that we diſſent 
not from the eſtabliſh'd Communion becauſe 
we are againſt *Impoſitions, but becauſe we 


would monopolize all Power of impoſing to 


our ſelves: If we make any Invaſions on that 


Liberty our Principles ſo facredly maintain, 
the leaſt Miſtake will be obſerved, and mag- 


nified in our Conduct, and Spots are ſooneſt 


 diſcover'd in a Body that glitters. 


However this has been a frequent, and 
no unjuſt ' Cauſe of Diſcouragement, ro many 


not 
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not in Deaths and Dangers ſo oft among the 
Jews, as the Doctrine of examining all Things, 
which he inculcates, has been among ſome 
miſtaken Zealots; nor was John (the Diſci- 
ple whom JEsus loved, ) fo far baniſh'd from 
is own Country, as the Doctrine of Charity 
he recommends, is from the Hearts of ſome 
profeſs'd Chriſtianss. 
SixTHTY, Another diſcouraging Circum- 
ſtance to Miniſters (which I would willing 
ly paſs by in ſilence, only that I ſhould do 
Injuſtice to my Subject, if I decline mention- 
ing it,) is, -The little Regard that is ſhewn 
for the Support, and Continuance of a Goſ- 
pel-Miniſtry among us. That there ſhould 
be ſome Men ſet apart to recommend Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, appears every Way a wiſe 
and rational Inſtitution: The Bulk of Man- 
kind are fo far immers'd in Senſe, that they 
would differ but little from the undiſciplin'd 
| Herds of the Foreſt, had they no other Know- 
ledge but what they. ſpun out of their own, 
Minds, by the help of a long Train of Rea 
ſoning and abſtracted Speculation; ſuppoſing 
them equal to Improvements of this kind, 
yet for want of proper Helps, Opportunities 
and Application, they can make but a very. 
ſlow Progreſs, in deducing the Obligations of 
Religion, from the Light * hich Nature fur- 
niſhes them with : Under this View the Scep- 
tick muſt believe, and even the Infidel ac - 
knowledge, that the Deſign of the Miniſtry 
is great and Noble. To inſtruct the Igno- 
rant, and reform the Immoral, is a God-like 
ran. 11 


titude lead 


employ; but then the Task is not leſs diff 
cult, than glorious; and ſhould there not he 


_ ſuitable Encouragements, for Perſons to de- 
vote themſelves to the important Work? 
Heavens forbid I ſhould: be an Advocate for 


Eccleſiaſtical Uſurpations, or Judge that an) 
have a divine Right to fleece and plunder thbſs 
whom they are ſent to feed; but ſtill let it be 


conſider'd, that thoſe train'd up for the Mi- 


niſtry, have ſometimes the beſt Part of their 


Patrimony expended on a liberal Education; 
at leaſt, what is expended that Way if laid out 
upon Trade, would probably have made their 
Fortunes grow and flouriſh, and render'd them 


uſeful Members of Society, in fome honour- 


able Occupations of Life; and ſhould not Gra- 

q you to pay ſome ſuitable Regards, 
to thoſe whoſe Ditpoſitions thus incline them 
to ſacrifice their own private Intereſt-, to the 


Service of Virtue and Religion? The leaſt you 


can do, tho? the moſt they demand, or perhaps 


expect, is,---To make Proviſion for their com- 


modious Scituation, and comfortableSubfiſtence 
among you. Let none ſuggeſt, that this im- 


plys a Diſtruſt of Providence; no, we would 


recommend our ſelves to the Care of that BE- 
IN, Who provides even for Ravens: But as 
our nobler Nature forbids us to live upon Prey, 


as they do; fo I would hope, none will re- 


quire that we ſhould rob them of their Ha- 


bitations, and well in Deſerts, or Foreſts. Is 


ir not enough that Miniſters ſhould want Suc- 


_ ceſs in a religious View, but muſt they want 
Bread too? It they have the Name of Angels 


" appro- 5 
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appropriated to them, they have not their Na- 
ture, and are as little capable to live without 
Food, as without tailings. Muſt the Wages 


of the Goſpel, like the Wages of Siu, be Death ? 


_ Superſtition may lead Men to great Lengchs, 
yet few can be fo unthinking, as to imagine, 
that *tis commendable to faſt out of Pover- 
ty, as well as out of Principle, or that it dii- 
covers a pious Diſpoſition to ſtarve. for Con- 
ſcience Sake. We claim no Right to lord it 
cover your Faith, or Fortunes, but inſiſt on 
this, that an eaſy competency of the Bleſſings 
of Life is neceſſary for us; it will promote 
dodur Uſefulneſs, give greater Weight and Au- 
thority to our 2 render our Infly- 
ence more extenſive, and ſupport the Digni- 


ty of our Stations. Tis abſurd to expect Go 


ſhould work Miracles for our daily ſupport, 


or that he ſhould interpoſe in an extraordinary 
Manner in our Behalt, and rain down Bread 


from Heaven upon us. 78 5 
Ir 14 with Reluctancy that I further ob- 
ſerve, what our Enemies behold with Plea- 
ſure, that many are become injudiciouſly nice, 
and impertinently curious, in their Choice of 
Miniſters: A blind-zealous Attachment to 
Creeds and Sy/zems is too often look'd upon, 
as an authentick Teſtimony, both of Piety and 
Merit, whilſt the greateſt Integrity of Man- 
ners, join'd with a large ftock of uſeful and 


ſolid Knowledge, is but little admir'd, and 


much leſs encouraged. In ſeveral Societies 


there are thoſe who take great Pains to rhink 


for their Paſtors, but never are at. the Trou- 
* " MS | 


ble 
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ble to think for themſelves ; and would mea - 
{ure the Underſtandings of Others, by the 
{canty Dimenſions of their own Brains. How 
many bright Ornaments of our Profeſſion has 
this perverſe Humour, either wholly baniſiud 
from among us, or at leaſt prevented from 
engaging in the miniſterial Function? If this 
be not a juſt Cauſe of Complaint I know not 
what is. 1 5 
Tus I have pointed out the chief Diſ- 
couragements, that oppreſs Minuiſters of the 
Liſenting Denominations ;---- don't inſiſt on 
theſe Diſcouragements, as being altogether 
peculiar to us; but as I apprehend, if we act 
in Conſiſtency » ith the Catholick Principles 
we eſpouſe, our Complaints will be no more, 
and all our Difficulties vaniſn: Bigotry, En- 
thuſiaam and Superſtition, are intellectual 
Weeds that will grow in any Soil: How 
happy would it be, as I oblerv'd before, if 
thote whoſe Province it is to reform and ci- 
vilize the Manners of Mankind, would take 
care to extirpate theſe Weeds wherever they 
are met with; or cultivate them into a noble, 
generous and rational Zeall. 
© How far J have engag'd in this Attempt, 
and how tar I have evaded, molt preſent 
are able to determine: You bear me wit- 
neſs, that T have frequently preſs'd a due Im- 
provement of Religious Bleſſings; I have 
{hewn you, that Gop has diſpenc'd his Fa- 
vours towards us, with a' bounteous Hand; 
that he has not dealt ſo with every Nation, 
and that: hat do ye more than Others ?-— 
Bo $78 | ig 
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is an important Enquiry we are nearly con- 
cern'd to anſwer. 15 "OO. 
I nave alſo born my Teſtimony, againſt 
al diſadvantageous Repreſentations of Reli- 
gion; have ſhewn that Men's Zeal is not to - 
be determin'd, as their Beauty, by their Fea- 
tures, and Faces; that Honour and Piety, aye 
no incompatible Ideas; that Virtue is-amiable 


and lovely, as well as awful and majeſtick. 


Nox have I neglected to ſet before you, 
how dangerous it is to lay too great a ſtreſs 
on the Peculiarities of a Party, and to ex- 

| preſs a more zealous Regard for ſome ab- 

{truſe 9 Notions, which good Men 
have always differ'd about, than for Judgment, 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, with the weightier 
Matters of the Law, which on all Hands are 

allow'd, to be Duties of an important Na- 

ture, 155 5 N | 

VN ITHER have I declin'd in my ſtated Mi- 
niſtrations, to ſhew the Conſequence of in- 
teſtine Diviſions, how ſubverſive they are of 
true Chriſtianity, and how directly contrary 
to the Meſlages of the Prince ot Peace. 
B sStors this J have always ſtood up in De- 
fence of your religious Rights, againſt all bold 

and arbitrary Encroachments; taught you ne- 
ver to diſcover a blind Veneration for the 
Names of Perſons that are as fallible, and may 
be more weak, and leſs honeſt than your ſelves: 
I have endeavour'd to ſatisfy you, that you 
are to call no Man Rabbi, take up with no 
ſet of Principles meerly becauſe ſuch a One 
did eſpouſe them; but ſearch the Scriptures ; 
A | ſearch 
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ſearch them without dreading the Name of 
 FAereticks, and try whether the Doctrines they 

teach be of GOD; If upon the beſt Enquiry 
it appears they are not, whatever Sanction 
they may have, or Authority to recommend 
them; tho? they be the Doctrines of Luther, 
of Calvin, of your own Paſtors, or even of 
an Angel from Heaven, make no ſcruple to 
reject them: You are to anſwer for your 
own Souls, and therefore have a Right of 
believing for your ſelves 

I iDEev, I have always been very tender in 
touching upon the Encouragement due to the 
Miniſtry: Enlarging upon this during my con- 
tinuance among you, might have made Way 
for uncharitable Cenſure, and Miſrepreſenta- 

tions; but now I am departing from you, I 
hope I may urge it, without giving either Co- 
vetouſneſs, Envy, or Malice, Room to ſuſpect 
my having any ſiniſter Views. 

I Ho*t the Impreſſions of theſe Truths, to 
which I have been alluding, will remain on 
the Minds of fome preſent, when I have left 
you. I pray GD bid him good ſpeed, who is to 
ſucceed me; in eftabliſhing more ſucceſsfully, © 
and univerſally the ſame important Truths; 
in reſcuing the Grace of Gop from any Vio- 
lence offer d it, by injurious Repreſentations ; | 
and in vindicating Religion from any cruel 
Aſperſions caſt upon it, in the Houſe. of its 
_ gloomy Friends: May Bigotry grow impo- 
tent under his Miniftrations, and Enthuſiaſm 
for ever rage in vain! h 
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To ſucceed in an Affair of this Nature, 
Prudence and Zeal muſt go Hand in Hand; 
ſome neceflary Condeſtentions, and a generous 
Regard for 7 ruth, muſt kiſs each Other. Ha- 
Ving then, with a View to the State of Chriſtia- 
nity in General, and that of Proteſtant-Diſſen- 
ting Societies in particular, ſet before you the 
Diſceuragements that attend the Miniſtry; I 
cannot devote the Remainder of the Time 
chat is allow'd me, to better Purpoſe than 
Arn both N offering ſome Thoughts on the moſt 
dients, to remove the Diffic x 
Lap ef, And 
FIRST, Let every One reſt ealy, nnd con- 
rented in his own Station: A due Regard to 
this, would be for the Welfare of Socſety in 
T0 general, as well as hi zhly advantageous to re-. 
ligious Aſſemblies: To concern our ſelves in 
Alhairs, which we are neither call d to, nor 
8 qualify d for, is (uſing the ſofteſt Bxprefſions) 
do commit a Rape upon Nature. A buſy inter- 
medling Diſpoſition, nurs'd' and cheriſh'd by 
e miſguided Zeal,” is always very difapreeable, 
often proves very dangereus and too frequently 
fatal and deſtructive; fuch à Temper is fo far 
from being a Branch 'of Religion, that ĩt ſub- 
verts the Foundation of it, and puts our holy 
Profeſſion, as the Jews did the Author of it, 
to open Shame; hence it is that St. Paul recem 
mends it to Perſons, whom out of tenderneſs I 
forbear to mention, That the weuld govern 
in their Families, guide in the Tu, op not 
rule in the Churches, . 1 458 
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R ©: 
-SECONDL x, To remove the Diſcourage- 
ments that attend the Miniſtry, and reftore 


Religion to a flouriſhing State and Condition, 
have a ſpecial Regard to the Inſtruction of 


your Families; and acquainting both pour 


ſelves, and them, with a Reaſon of the Hope 


that is in YOU. If you take your Religion up- : 
on Truſt, 'tis not unlikely, that Motives of 


the ſame Importance, that is, of none at all, 
will prevail with you to quit it. If you can 


give no better Account why you are of ſuch a 


Perſwaſion, than that your Fathers were ſo 
before you; tis very likely you'll bury your 
Religion in-the ſame Grave with your Fathers, 
and never ſee'the Face'of either any more, un- 
leſs it be in the Day of Judgment to condemn 
OU. „ 1 5 3 
THERE is ſuch a Thing as Zeal without 


Knowledge; this may make a great Noiſe and 
Buſtle in the World, but what will it do more? 


However ſtrong our Paſſions may be, yet if 
Storms of Perſecution ſhould ariſe, they will 
not invigorate, but weaken---and abate them: 


If we would be ſtedfaſt in our Profeſſion, that 


neither Life, nor Death, nor Principalities, 


nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 


come, may ſhock our Faith, Religion muſt be 
the Matter of our Choice, and deeply founded 


in our Judgments. It will be much more dif- 


ficult to ſtifle the powerful Convictions of Rea- 


ſon, than to lull our Paſſions into Slumber. 


IJ ux fame Advice I would give, with re- 


gard to the Education of your Children. Con- 


vince them with the eaſieſt Arguments, that 


- here - 
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there is a God: Give them a Survey of their 
own bodily Frame and all the Works of Na- 
ture about them; this will lead them to believe 
in that Gop, who gave them an Exiſtence: 
Repreſent him, as a Being full of Clemency 
and Goodneſs, that is doing good continually 
towards all his Creatures: Shew them what 
peculiar Advantages they enjoy, above Others, 
in the ſcale of created Beings; how much hap- 
pier they are than the Beaſts of the Field, or 
Fovls of the Air, or inanimate Parts of the 
Creation. „ „ 
Tus will naturally inſpire them withpPrin- 
ciples of Gratitude, towards the Author of 
their Blefſings.---Here you have a proper Op- 
portunity, to acquaint them with the Nature 
and Importance, of Prayer, and to impreſs up- 


on their Minds, an awful Senſe of Religion; 


but let it be from the moſt engaging Motives, 
and winning Conſiderations; Severity ma 
diſturb their tender Spirits.-—--Perplex their 
oung Underſtandings with dark, or diſputa- 
ble Points, as little as poſſible: Repreſent 
Virtue in the moſt amiable Views, that its 
Charms may conſtrain them to love it: 
Give them to underſtand, that Religion ſits 
_ gracefully on a blooming Countenance; ins, 
proves, and adds freſh Beauty to all. h 
harms. of Youth... 
THz Minds of young Perſons (as an 
| ingenious Author obſerves ) are not gain'd 
by difficult and refin'd Reaſonings; they 
muſt be enticed by agreeable and familiar 
Images; to make 8555 lovely to 9 . 
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it muſt be extibite by ſenfible and beru- 
tiful Repreſentations. Take heed that you 
inſtil wn their Minds, Nothing but pure 
unſophiſticated Truths : Where the Seeds 
of N and Virtue are ſown betimes, 
they will be deeply rooted, and ſoon grow 
E 9 make a flouriſhing 1 72 in the 
onduct of humane Life: This will be do- 
ing Juſtice and Credit to the Grace of God, 
which bringeth S vation. 
FUR T HER, teach them why they 
ſhould be Chriſtians, rather than Heathens 
õt Jews: Shew ther that the Goſpel is a 
Diſpenfation, calculated to promote our pre- 
ſent Happineſs, and future Welfare: Ac- 
quaint them with the Hiſtory of Ixsus of Na- 
Sareth, and an Account of his miraculous. Ac- 
tions: let them Underſtand that they could 
not be the Works of the Devil, becauſe the 


Do&rines they were to recommend, and 


" 1 Ty" were Subverſive of Sata? s 
dom. 


0 — to acqu 
own particular Profeſſion: Give a better A 
count of your Faith, than that you choſe it 
out of Averſion to a few Modes of Worſhip : 
-Shew them, that Things indifferent in their 
own Nature, ſhould not be enjoyn'd as ne- 
ceſſary, by Humane Authority; all Impoſi- 
3 dons. "are what Virtue, Generoſity, and a 
ſacred Magnanimity, fhould en gage * to 

5 ear 
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bear Toſtimoay againſt ===——that o bow 

down ubm to Humane Decrees 8 

Impoſitions, without being convine d of th 

Reaſonableaeſs of them, ar belt deferves — 

milder ag Cenfure than offering the pane 
of Fools, and n 

norange, yet even more Baſeneſs and 
lanimit of Spirit chan ſacrificing t Idols. 

_ ---that none have 8a Power over our Con- 

ſeiances, belides the Supreme Loawgrver , 

that we have as inviolable a Right 0 
chooſe our own Faith, as to chooſe our own 

Food; and that requiring us to ſacrifice 

our Integrity, for maintaining the Peace of 

bind ente, is in Effet teme . 

make Proſelites to Vice; and repreſent 
the Church, as the worſt Enemy to Religi- 
on, that ever had a Being. Thus train pp 
your Children, in the Way ay they ſhould go, and 

_ when they are WEI "tis nor ikely they ſhould 

 epart from it. 

No look upon this as a #rifling Adair; | 
unleſs the preſent _— takes due Care a- 
bout che Education of Youth what will be- 

| came af the riſing Generation? Surely che 
World muſt become like a a Habitation gf 
x: Owls both for it's Deiner, mad Dark- 

Tux DA. Tyr If. you mould: mae the 
Dian agements 'comaplain'd of, let a Spirit 
af Love . Renexalence reign among you, 

and dwell inyour Hearts, Ihe more ſolemn 

"the Prolallies: Man makes, ;he-doth but 

dhe W988 #; unleſs t 


| | 9. _ —- - 
by a ſuitable Conduct: How diſagreeable 
muſt it then be, to ſee Chriſtians waging 
War, againſt the Duties of Love and Cha- 
rity, which the Goſpel fo earneſtly inculcates, 
and frequently . recommends? Shall it be 
ſaid of the Diſciples of Jesvs, that they 

carry Nothing venerable about them, but 
the Name that they wear? Very often it 
js ſo---the Thing is but too palpable to be 
conceal'd, —and yet toe too lamentable to 
be acknowledg'd! How little is the meek 

Spirit of Chriſtianity ' regarded? But I need 

not enlarge here,-----our Enemies will tell 


the Reſt. | 


LET Men amuſe themſelves with ever 
ſo many Notions of their Effectual Calling, 
or ſome ſecret Operations of the Spix ir, the 
Tree is to be known by the Fruit that it 
bears: Hereby we are aſſur'd that we are 
__- Cnx1sTs Diſciples, if we love One Another. 
Diſſentions are more intolerable ſtill, when_ 
they are pretended to be for -Religion ; for 
Chriſtians to butcher one another, out of 
Zeal for that Goſpel which forbids all Hatred, 
Perſecutions and Envyings, is not to be re- 
ligious; 'tis to rave out of Principle, and 
grew mad in the Name of the Loop. 
GIVE me leave then to exhort you, to 
live in Peace, on religious and civil Ac- 
counts, with one another, if you expect, 
the God of Love and Peace to be with you: 


Take heed left by Animoſities, Strifes, Back. 


_ biting, Slandering, or double Dealing towards 
one another, you -ſhould become the Execu- 
0 =. > 4 | __. cancers 
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tioners of Heaven's Diſpleaſure, againſt your 
own Souls. 1 2 
 _FovxTHLY, To remove the Difficul- 
ties complain d of, entertain ſuch Notions of 
Religion, as are worthy of the Divine Per- 
feections. Moſt Men take their Notions up- 
Ion Truſt, inftead of forming them by the 
«| - facred Standard of Truth; their firſt Recourſe 
for religious Inſtruction, is not to the Bible, 
but to Creeds and Syſtems; they look upon 
theſe to be as infalible, as they are generally 
unintelligable, and then (Cruel Martyrdom!) 
torture Scriptures to ſpeak their Meaning, 
if they have any at all. I 
I Aus it is, that Doctrines have been fa- 
| ther'd upon Chriſtianity, which are not of 
= its own Propagation, and the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel eclips d. How often have Things 
plain in their own Nature been explicated 
into Myſteries, and illuſtrated into Abſurdi- 
ty and Contradition? Where would. the 
Hurt be to Religion, to our Neighbour or 
to Ourſelves, if we were to reſt. ſatisfy d 
with the expreſs Declaration of Holy 
Writ without impoſing upon Others our own 
| e. Interpretations? Muſt honeſt and 
' |  A{incere Chriſtians be charg'd with rejecting 
the Scripture, unleſs They are willing to 
make Scripture an-abandon'd Proſtitute to 
Creeds and Syſtems? Muſt a Man be deemd 
an Infidel. if he believes his Bible, rather _ 
than the Deciſions of proud unthinking Br) 
6 Jo ae 4 OR 


Mos r 


Mos r of the Objections of Deiſts center 


moſt Superficial, — next to themſelves: 


tion and Folly have all that 


& engap 
' tence, caprivate all the Powers of 


Jö; 


in this, that they miſtake the Traditions of 


Men, for the Doctrines of Gop ; they charge 
_ thoſe Chimetra's upon the AL migcaTY, that 
have no Exiſtence, -but in the Brains of Per- 


ſons, who perhaps of all Others, are the -_ 
The Difficulties charg d on the Chriſtiaa 


5 Fan, on _ Thongs bare their Weight; 
P 1 peaking , theſe ions 


pour d down upon them, that they moſt righ- 


- teouſly deſerve; but let no Occaſion be ta- 

ken from hence, to attack the molt Sublime 
Aà⁊ad important Truths. . 

HN we may judge 


of what Conſe- 
nce it is to the Succek of the Miniſtry, 


that juſt and worthy Notians be entertain, 
both of Religion, and the Saprrur 


ealan 
— — 


of it: It will by a ſweet and 
to the Obedience of Faith. 


I can't ſee how we can recondile it to 


ny Truths eſſential to Salvation fhowld be 
irwolvd in Perplexity and Darkneſs. 4 
good God who cummifinnid 2 Perfon to 
pablifh his will to Mankind, cant be fap- 
pos'd to leave them at uncertainties in Af. 


- fams of Eternal Moment: It by no Means 
_ anſwers the Deſgm ur Cher of a Ro- 
velation, that Things of the moſt abſolute 

Importance ſhou'd be clogg'd with the great- 


<& 


C.rxifice of our Comforts, bat to 
Happineſs as extenſive, as the preſent Saale 
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eſt Difficulries To teave Matters in obſcu« 


rity, where Men may eafily Err, and where 


the Error muſt prove fatal, doth by no means 
comport with our Notions of a Wiſe Be- 
nevolent Being. The Almighty can take no 
Pleaſure in puzzling his Creatures, or bewil- 

dring their weak Jnderſtanding! 


the Deſigning, may 3 to the Contrary ; 


Jesvs is the Messian promis'd; that Salva- 


viction. The Man who believes theſe Things 


2nd diſcovers the Sincerity of his Belief by 2 | 


fuitable Conduct, ſtands as fair for Hap 


” 1 thoſe who rack their Brains with School 


hiftry, and Eccleſiaſtical Ja IST, 
_ EARN then what the 272 requires 
of us; he enjoyns us, to obey his Laws — 
The InjunRtion is not unrezfonable, nor will 


dur Compliance be found grie vous. Go 


doth not call upon us to make him a Sa- 
render our 


of Humane Nature will ber. 

R ECOMMEND Religion then in the 

moſt Engaging Views; ſhew that it doth 

dot tncroach upon an of the innocent Plea- 

fares 'of Life, that it does not forbid inoffen- 

five Ga 
Do * 


s: the Truth 
is, whatever the Bigoted, the Intereſted, or 


the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity are feu 
and Obvious. That there is a Gov, that 


tion is to be attain'd in the way He has ap- 
pointed, are Truths adapted to the Capac = 
ies of All but ſuch as ſtubbornly reſiſt Com - 


GGG 


eties, kafonable or uſeful Diverſions. 
ice to your —— as i 


: wil 
inſtruct the Sons of Prejudice, or Euer 
that it has a Tendency, not to deſtroy Vir- 
tue, but to poliſh away all ruggedocls = 


Temper; to-check all irregular Sallies of Paſ- 
ſion; to render thoſe under its Influence ; 
mild, compaſſionate, beneficent, and eaſy of 
Acceſs, and that it exalts humane Nature ma- 
ny Degrees beyond it Self. Always take 
this as an eſftabliſh'd Rule in your Religious 
_ Enquiries; Whatever Doctrines Men propa- 
gate, which have an ill Aſpect on our Mo- 
rals, which are deſtructive of Benevolence 
and Goodneſs, or which lay a Foundation for 
Pride and Uncharitableneſs, can't come from 
Gov, or be a Part of that Revelation he has 
deliver'd to us: .Such Notions, tho* deem'd 
ever ſo ſolemn and important, ſhould be re- 
jected with Diſdain, and Horror. Nothing 
cCan derive its Origin from Heaven, but what 
tends to train us up for that Kingdom, and 
will at laſt bring us ſafely thither. Sadneſs 
as an ingenious Writer obſerves,) may ſpring 
rom Guilt, or Superſtition, and Rage from 
Bigotry ; but Darkneſs might as well 54 — | 
pod the natural Effet of Sunſhine, as ſullen 
and furious Paſſions, to proceed from the glad 
Tidings, and divine Precepts of the Goſpel. 
BE tender of the Divixs Howovx ; ne- 
ver repreſent the great FaTHEx of our Mer-. 
_ cies, as a furious implacable Being, let even 
- Blaſphemy dread appropriating. ſuch a Cha- 
' raQer to him, as would be deemed wicked 
and reproachful in our ſelves. Let the thought 
that any Being ſhould deſtroy what it gave 
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Birth to, lodge only among the ſavage Inha- 
bitants of the Deſarts, or in the Breaſt where 
inhumanity reigns and Triumphs; but let it 


never be ſaid, that the GREATESH, the WI- 


SEST, and the BEST of Beixcs, ſports himſelf 
with the Deſtruction of his Creatures. The 


Vegneration we owe, the REDEEMER of 


Mankind, is very great; but yet tis a com- 
mon Miſtake, for Perſons that would exalt 
and aggrandize the Love of our Saviou, 
to derogate from the Love of the FATHER. 
ThesurREMAE BRING has been look*d upon as 
Inexorable, till CHRIST dy'd for us: He 
whoſe Goodneſs ſhines throughout all his 
Works, has been ungratefully repreſented, as 
very ſevere in his Meaſures, if not arbitrary 
and cruel; whereas we ought always to re- 

member, that it was his kind unſolicited Re- 
gards for us, that engag'd him to ſend his 
50 0 to be a Propitiation for Sinners. | 

LEARN to diſtinguiſh between Faith in 
the RepEEmEs, and a fooliſh dangerous Pre- 
ſumption, However meanly you judge of your 
own Righteouſneſs, take heed that you do 
not renounce, and forſake it in your Lives: 
Faith without Works is dead; IJ hope the miſ- 
taken Notions, ſome have conceiv'd about 
theſe Matters are dying too, apace in the 
World, May they never fee a Reſurrection! 
LEARN alſo to form a juſt Judgment a- 
bout the efficacy of Religious Inſtitutions : 
They are not defign'd as ſo many Charms, to 
. tranſlate us to a happy Futurity; but as Means 
do prepare us for it: Fond are valuable only 


+ [ 42 ] 1 
as they tend to promote Piety in our Lives; b 
to confirm, and eſtabliſh us in Virtue.— 1 
would mention one Thing more under this 
Head. Rn 5 
LI ARN how to addreſs the Almighty in 
Prayer: Indulge no private Reſentments a- 
gainſt your Fellow-Chriſtians in that Solemm 
Duty; let Nothing ſavour of Wrath, or a par- 
ty-ſpirit, in your Petitions to him, whoſe love 
is as unconfin'd, as his Nature. Approach him 
with the moſt awful Regards, and a ſuitable 
Decency of Expreſſion; pray with the Spi- 
rit, but pray with the Underſtanding allo : 
And above all take heed, you blend no con- 
troverſial Affairs with your Prayers; thus 
Brethren that differ as to leſſer Matters, may | 
yet worſhip Gon ſincerely together. 
| THESE are ſome of the moſt needſul Par- 
ticulars, I thought proper to mention; with 
Regard to our Entertaining juſt Notions of _ 
Religion. A due Obſervance of theſe Things, |] 
would facilitate the Work of the Miniſtry, | 
and with the divine Bleſſing, render it abun- 
— ), ! 
_ FirTHL'y, Another Expedient I wouldgd 
offer, is, That your Zeal be always propor- 
tion'd, to the Importance of the Matters it 
refers to. Let your Regards for the Honour 
and Succeſs of pure Chriſtianity always fit up- 
permoſt in your Affections. For this End ſtu- 
dy to be attemper'd to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. 
Conſider that the great Peſign of the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation is to cultivate our Manners, re- 
form our Lives, and render us worthy — «| 
25 18 N 
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of Society. As to what you expend for the 
ſupport of Religion, *tis the way to make 
yourſelves Friends of the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, by transfering your Treaſures. 
from Earth to Heaven. A little Frugality, a 
Retrenchment of ſuperfluous Expences at 
your Tables, Viſits, or Diverſions; will capa- 
citate you to be more extenſively uſeful in 
your Stations, than otherwiſe you can be, 
without g's. yourſelves or immediate De- 
pendents. An „„ 1 
As to the Encouragement you owe your 
Miniſters; having in the former part of my 
Diſcourſe ſuggeſted ſome Thoughts on that 
Head, I need not enlarge here ;----I truſt it 


wou'd be an Affront to your Judgments, as 


well as the generous Principles of Liberty 
that determine our Profeſſion to deſcant any 
further upon it. FOR 
WHEN you have ſettled your Zeal for 
Chriſtianity in general,---when it hath its pro- 
per Influences on your Conduct; proceed to 
regulate your Notions. Fix not a greater 
Streſs upon Affairs of a ſpeculative Nature 
Which 75 do not underſtand, than upon Vir- 
tue and a good Life. Let not Ceremonies be 
prepoſterouſly prefer'd to thoſe Duties whoſe 
Obligations are Eternal, Peace, Juſtice, Char- 
ty and Love. Often there is more Zeal ſhewa 
for a favourite Phraſe, or Principle, which if 


rejected would make us never the worſe men, 


than there is againſt the moſt enormous Vi- 
ces, which threaten us with impending Ruin: 
Where this unhappy Spirit tyrannizes, a pro- 
e, BE fligate 


Per 
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fligate Perſon that believes Canonically, meets 
with fairer Quarter, and kinder Reception, 
than an honeſt, tho' it may be miſtaken 
Chriſtian, that much better deſerves it. An 
unſociable, Cenſorious, uncharitable Diſpoſi- 
tion, will be conniv'd at, if not meet with 
Approbation; but if a Man falls into an in- 
voluntary Error, Bigots will murder his Re- 
putation, and as if that were not Puniſhment 
ow his Soul ſhaK be conſign'd to the 


Is this the Genius of the GospxL? Are 
theſe the meek Diſciples of JIEsus? Can a 
Man obſerve ſuch a Conduct, without diffe- 
rent Emotions of Spirit? Would it not excite 
both Pity and Laughter, to ſee Perſons of no 
Education, better pleas'd in diſplaying their 
Parts, and impertinence, about controverſial 
Specularions, than in doing Juſtice, or ſupply- 
ing the wants of the Needy? What Detri- 
ment has the Miniſtry receiv'd from the Hands 
or rather from the "Tongues, of ſuch unreaſon- 
able Men? How has the vulgar Cry of He- 
terodoxy, and Hereſy, ſeiz d Multitudes with | 
a Panick Dread, that know no more what 
theſe Expreſſions imply, than Balaam's Aſs 
did of the Madneſs of the Prophet? . 
IT would argue more Modeſty and Diſcre- 
tion, to be leſs poſitive about Things not 


clearly reveal'd, and to divert our Zeal into a 


nobler Channel: Chaſtity of Thought, as 
well as Chaſtity of Behaviour, has ſome» 
thipg in it very elegant and engaging. | 


1 L 45 J | 
| WHeN ever then any One that owns Ix- 
sus to be the promis'd MxssiAH, differs with 
you about the Sence, or Explication of Par- 
ticular Scriptures; ſay not, ſuch a One is a He- 
retick; Denies the Loxp that bought him; 
but fay rather, Salvation depends not on this, 
3 he thinks me in the wrong, tho' I believe 
be is miſtaken; tho? we differ in the Way, 
let us hope and pray to meet again at the BY 
End of our Journey; Heaven will open our 42 
Eyes and make us all agree. os 
 _Uron this Foundation, the Chriſtian - 
Faith will become eſtabliſhd, that the Gates N 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it; Creeds, | 
| Councils and Confeſſions, ſhall not baniſh 
35 Virtue out of the World; Nor ſhall we ever 
. | - deſerve the Opprobious Reflection, that we 
wear the Name of Religion, as we do our - 
Garments, that the Shame of our Nakedneſs 8 
may nt pp | 
 S1xTHL x, It can never be unſeaſonable 
Advice, and I hope 1t will not be ungrateful 
to any,----Guard againſt thoſe Immoralities, 
- which are moſt chargeable upon our Profeſſi- 
on. Tis true, our Faults and our Features, 
are too nearly ally'd to us, to be competent 
Judges of them, and if either appears. to Diſ- 
advantage, tis Natural we ſhould be preju- 
dic'd in its Favour; But ſtill, let us give an 
equitable Hearing, to the Worſt that can be 
faid of us: If we are miſrepreſented, the Re- 
proach recoils upon our Accuſers; but if we 
can't always deny the Facts we are charg'd 
with, (and who is without Fault?) let 8 
8 oy : y 
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fligate Perſon that believes Canonically, meets 
With fairer Quarter, and kinder Reception, 
than an honeſt, tho? it may be miſtaken 


Chriſtian, that much better deſerves it. An 


unſociable, Cenſorious, uncharitable Diſpoſi- 


tion, will be conniv'd at, if not meet with 
Approbation; but if a Man falls into an in- 
voluntary Error, Bigots will murder his Re- 
putation, and as if that were not Puniſhment 


* 


FE . his Soul ſhal be conſign'd to the 
ER” "90 the 


Is this the Genius of the Gospr ? Are 
theſe the meek Diſciples of Jzsus? Can a 


Man obſerve ſuch a Conduct, without diffe- 
rent Emotions of Spirit? Would it not excite 


both Pity and Laughter, to ſee Perſons of no 
Education, better pleas'd in diſplaying their 
Parts, and impertinence, about controverſial 


Speculations, than in doing Juſtice, or ſupply- 
ing the wants of the Needy? What Detri- 


ment has the Miniſtry receiv'd from the Hands 


or rather from the Tongues, of ſuch unreaſon- 
able Men? How has the vulgar Cry of He- 
terodoxy, and Hereſy, ſeiz'd Multitudes with 


a Panick Dread, that know no more what 
theſe Expreſſions imply, than Balaam's Aſs 


did of the Madneſs of the Prophet? 
Ir would argue more Modeſty and Diſcre- 
tion, to be leis. poſitive about Things not 
clearly reveaPd, and to divert our Zeal into a 
nobler Channel: Chaſtity of Thought, as 
well as Chaſtity of Behaviour, has ſome» 


thipg in 1t very elegant and engaging. 
W HEN 


- 
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WHEN ever then any One that owns x- 
sus to be the promis d MxEss IAE, differs with 
you about the Sence, or Explication of Par- 
ticular Scriptures; ſay not, ſuch a One is a He- 
retick; Denies the Loxp that bought him; 
but ſay rather, Salvation depends not on this, 
he thinks me in the wrong, tho' I believe 
he is miſtaken; tho? we differ in the Way, 
let us hope and pray to meet again at the 
End of our Journey; Heaven will open our 
Eyes and make us all agree. 
Upo N this Foundation, the Chriſtian 
Faith will become eſtabliſh'd, that the Gates 
of Fell ſhall not prevail againſt it; Creeds, 
Councils and Confeſſions, ſhall not baniſh 
Virtue out of the World; Nor ſhall we ever 
deſerve the Opprobious Reflection, that we 
wear the Name of Religion, as we do our 
Garments, that the Shame of our Nakedneſs 
may not appert N 
SIXT HIL , It can never be unſeaſonable 
Advice, and I hope it will not be ungrateful 
to any, — Guard againſt thoſe Immoralities, 
which are moſt chargeable upon our Profeſſi- 
on. Tis true, our Faults and our Features, 
are too nearly ally'd to us, to be competent 
Judges of them, and if either appears-to Diſ- 
advantage, tis Natural we ſhould be preju- 
dic'd in its Favour ; But ſtill, let us give an 
_ equitable Hearing, to the Worſt that can be 
ſaid of us: If we are miſrepreſented, the Re- 
proach recoils upon our Accuſers; but if we 
can't always deny the Facts we are charg'd 
with, (and who is without Fault?) let » 
. 5 for 


Dove go together. There may 
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for the Future, avoid giving Occaſion to the 


Ignorant and Malicious, who ſeek ſuch Occa- 
1 


n 


Particulars I allude to; ſome of them are com- 


mon to a Proverb.----They won't ſwear, but 


they l lye and diſemble.—--They wort curſe, but 


they'll back-bite and ſlander.-—-They wont 
cheat, but they'll out-wit you. They won't 
ſmile in Converſation, but they U rejoice in 
Iniquity; or i they ſmile, tis with a Deſign 
to cut your Throat. Th 
they are unjuſt, would I could ſay they are 
always unrighteous Accuſations” a 
As we would adorn and recommend our 
Profeſſion, let us take heed that we don't, 
like the Jewiſh Hypocrites of old, /iraiz at 
a Gnat, and ſwallow a Camel; Let the Wiſ- 
dom of the Serpent, and 2 of the 
Purity 
without Preciſeneſs, Fervor without a Frenzy, 
Godlineſs without a ſullen Gloom ſpread over 
our Faces, and Zeal without Oftentation : Ap- 


_ pear courteous and affable, ſincere in your Pre- 


tenſions, juſt in your Dealings, free without 
Levity, and open without Diſſimulation: Let 


it not be faid, that you ſuperſtiouſly avoid 
| Superſtition, and therefore afſect no Peculiari- 


ties, but ſuch as a good Conſcience requires: If 
you muſt be ſingular; be eminently Virtuous. 
Ne1irTHER imagine that the Practice of 


ſome Virtues, will atone for the want of O- 


thers. Have you Rahab's Faith? Let. it 
not be joyn'd with her want of Integrity too: 
If we would not blaſpheme Heaven, Larue 


— 


eſe are ſevere, often 
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ſhould we defame any of our Fellow-Chriſ-. 
tians: If we would not rob a Neighbour of 
his Life and Fortune, neither ſhould we endea- 
vour to ruin his Reputation: If we would not 
be drunk with Wine, let us not be drunk with 
the Product of the fame Country, a proud, 
_ perverſe, perſecuting Spirit. If we word not 
be thouglit to bear the Image of Sat an, let 
us not be going too and fro in the Earth, ſeek- 
ing whoſe good Name we may devour. "Thus. 
it is, that we ſhould take all proper Methods, 
to guard againſt ſuch Charges, as are moſt 
frequently exhibited againſt us: Tis ſuch a 
Conduct alone, that can be ſerviceable to the 
Intereſt 'of Chriſtianity, and Fanny yarn to 
all its ſincere Friends; if it ſhould not gait 
us Proſelites, it will gain us an honourable 
Eſteem; if it ſhould not bring others 
to our Way of Thinking, it will abate and 
leſſen their Prejudices againſt us, and haſten 
thoſe happy Days which as yet have not been 
ſeen, when the Lamb and the Lion ſhall dwell 
M Teace” topreneh, 1D I 
LASTTI , Take heed that the Spirit of 
Gov be not provok'd, to depart from you. 
Is it not enough that Diſcouragements ſhould 
attend the Miniſtry, but muſt God's Pa- 
tience, Long- ſuffering and Forbearance, be- 


1 too? Let us take a View, both 
of our Bleſſings, and our Miſimprovements of 


them; As to Temporals, we live in the Fat- 


neſs of the Land; none of us know what it 
is to be viſited with the Plague, Sword, or 
Famine; our Mercies flow down upon us, 


%%% 
much faſter than our Gratitude aſcends to- 
wards Heaven. But this is not all; not only 
our Civil, but religious Bleſſings are ſecured 
to us: We live under a free Government 
and want Nothing to make us the happieſt 
People under the Sun, but grateful * 
| ments of our Mercies: We ſit under our 
Fx own Vines and our own Fig- trees, and what 


| | make us afraid? Our Privileges are now, 
what the Diſtreſſes of our Fathers have been 
in former Ages,----Greater than we are well 
able to bear: So. long have they ſhone in their 
Meridian Glory, and with ſuch a powerful 


e ee as rn aire S 


| the delightful inviting Proſpect : We dwell in 
„ a Land of Liberty, and are left free to every 
Lt... Thing, but to work out our own Ruin. 
Would you require me to Number the Mer- 
cies we have abuſed? Ask me to. count the 
Fairs of your Head, the Stars in the Firma- 
ment, or the Sands on the Sea-ſhore: I can as 

eaſily do it. The Lo R D'Ss Loving - Kind- 

neſſes can't be excell'd, and are to be equal'd 

only by our Provocations: What then muſt 
our Ingratitude deſerve? But hitherto the 

n,, fs (innm; 

- THross Chiurches which were once the 

moſt flouriſhing in the World, are now bury'd 

in their own Ruins: But what brought theſe. 

| |. Judgments upon them? — Their Pride, their 
 ____ Contentiouſneſs, their falſe Zeal, and their 
2. falſe Hopes. The Sins of our Days, of our 
Aſſemblies, that moſt are guilty of in ſome 
5 e i 
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have we but our Sins to complain of, or to 


Luſtre, that we are almoſt ſtruck blind with _ 


| „ - 
Degree, if not in an aggravated Meaſure: 
Have we partaken in their Offences? Take 
heed, and reform betimes; left we alſo feel 
the like Conſequences to attend them. _ 
 _ PrRoOvOKeE not the Divine Preſence away. 
----Some will regard this, as a Chimerical No- 
tion, that dwells only on the Tongues of 
Prieſts, or the Brains of Entbaſiaſts.—-PIl al- 
low that a warm Imagination, tainted with 


gloomy Notions of Religion, will ſwallow 


down the groſſeſt Contradictions, and readily 
_ digeſt the moſt ſolemn Abſurdities, as ſo many 
ſacred Truths; but on the other Hand, I hope 


none will deny me this reaſonable Conceſſion, 


— That if important Doctrines, are ſometimes 
miſunderſtood by the Weak, or perverted by 
the Artful and Deſigning, this will not juſtify 


Others, in rejecting them as ridiculous, or uſe- 


leſs. When I ſpeak then of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, to guide and conduct us; let none conceit, 
that they are under the Influences of a ſuper- 
natural Impulſe, or that they are favour'd with 
any extraordinary incomprehenſible Commu- 
nications, from the Hoy Spirit. How far the S2- 
prone BEING exerted his Power, in a miracu- 
ous Manner, upon the firſt planting of CHriſti- 
anity; or how far he may do the like, on any 
other emergent Occaſion, is not at Preſent 
the Queſtion: But in the ordinary Courſe of 
Affairs, ſuch Interpoſitions, are what thoſe 
' who read Moſes and the Prophets, have little 
Reaſon to hope for, and much leſs to promiſe 
themſelves: What we are concern'd about, 
and what I am now recommending is this, 
That our Lives make it appear, that of a 
- VV Truth 
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Truth GO p is with us. To urge this more 


cloſely, I would ſet before you the following 


Particulars,” with which I ſhall conclude. 


TEE Preſence of the Holy Spirit is forfeit- 


able, it will not always ſtrive with Man; hi- 


therto, we have heard the gracious Overtures 
of the Goſpel, what if the next Voice ſhould 


be, They are joined to Idols, let them alone, 
their own Iniquities will reward them? _ 


*T 1s not only forfeitable, but *tis in a 


great Meaſure loft already: The Mantle, or 


the Profeſſion of Elijah, will be of little A- 


vail, where the Preſence of the Go» of Elijah 
is wanting. What is become of that holy ge- 
*nerous Love, that in Primitive Days cement- 


ed Chriſtians together, that the Gates of Hell 


could not divide them? Our Fathers; where 
are they? Where we ſhall never be, if we for- 
fake the Gop of our Fathers; even in the 
Kingdom of Bliſs, /inging Praiſes to him that 
ſitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever: Where too are their Graces ? True, 
they had their Peculiarities, but they were A- 
miable in their Weakneſſes, I had almoſt ſaid 


Praiſe-worthy in their Imperfections. When 


Religion dies, where, are they that now ſay--- 


Let us die with it? 15 855 
ONCE more, the Preſence and Influences, 


of this good Spirit, is not only forfeitable, but 


loſt in a Meaſure; not only loſt in a Meaſure, 


but, is there not too viſible a Declenſion in 


that Portion of it, that is remaining? Whez 


| the Son of Man comes, ſhall he find Faith in 
the Earth? May we not in many Inſtances, | 


ſee 
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ſee Religion every Day, panting, gaſpinſg, 


ſtrugling, juſt breathing its Laſt, and yet— 
oath to forſake us? Allow the Expreſſions; 
for certainly there is Life in Religion, tho? 
it be now dying apace among Chriſtians. 
As therefore we have the Intereſt of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the ſucceſs of its .Miniſters at 
Heart, let theſe Conſiderations be duely 
weigh'd : Endeavour to preſerve, or recover, the 
gracious Preſence of Gop's Spirit among you. 
When Miniſters depart from the Societies, that 
have been under their Charge, ſome may not 
be affected with it, it may create Uneaſineſs in 
others: But wo to us all, if Gop depart from 
1s This muſt pierce the Heart, like a poifon'd - 
Dagger, that will kill by it's Influences, if 
not by a ſudden Stroke. As Moſes petition d 
Hobab the Medianite, Leave us not to our 
ſelves, foraſmuch as thou knoweſt we are to 
encamp in the Wilderneſs, and thou muſ; be to 
us as Eyes; ſo let us addreſs our heavenly FA- 
- THER,-----Foraſmuch as thou knowelt, that 
the Things whichremain are ready to die, leave 
us not to our ſelves, but may thy Grace up- 
oli us: RT DR IN 
I' g us have I confider d the Difficulties 
and Diſcouragements, that attend the Diſſent- 
ing-Miniſtry, with a becoming Impartality- 
and Freedom: I have allo propoſed fome Ex- 
pedients, towards removing theſe Difficulties. 
| | pan will be apt to ſuggeſt, that it had dif- 
cover'd more Prudence, to have treated this 
Subject with more Tenderneſs and Caution; 
but ſurely no Wiſe man would be afraid to 
- VVV look 


. + 


look on his Miſtakes, with an unprejudic'd Eye, 
and no good Man would covet to perſevere _ 
obſtinately in them. It is the Glory of hu- 
mage Nature, and it will be a peculiar Orna- 
ment to any Profeſſion, to retract whatever 
| Notions, or renounce whatever Practices, 
are not capable of being rationally de- : 
fended: Would all Communities, exerciſe this 
honeſt Severity againſt themſelves, what ha- 
py Influences would it have in the Church of | 


Gov |---But I forbear enlarging. 
AN p now, to put an End to this long Diſ—- 
courſe; tho? I am to leave you, yet God for- 


bid that 1 ſhould Sin againſt the Logo, in 
ceaſing to pray for you: My. earneſt deſire is, 
and ſhall be, that yon may be 4 
and may we all meet at the Joſt in 
' that bleſſed Kingdom, where we ſhall everlaſt- 
ingly dwell together! Now I commend you to 


F Goo, and tothe Word of his. Grace; remem- : 
Ber what you have receru'd, and. heard, and 
bold faſt, and repent ;, and may. the Go p of 
Peace, that brought again from the Dead our 
Lord Ixsus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 

thro the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 


* — 
* 


| make you perfect in euery good Work, to do 
| ©. bis Will, working in you that which is well- 
| Pleaſing in his Sight, thro Jtsus CHRIST 3 
1 to whom be. Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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